










Sheila Hardy and Steve Alexander,                  
                                                    
 I question the boundries set for the "Holly        
 Street Landfill" as marked in red by Figure 1      
 within Exhibit A of the "Draft Documents for       
 Public Review & Comment" for the Holly Street      
 Landfill Site dated August 2002.  The 1885, 1904   
 and 1913 issues of the Sanborn Fire Map for the    
 town of  Whatcom/Bellingham reflect a different    
 tideline with structures in place, several of      
 which are still intact today including the         
 Stenger Hotel built circa late 1880s (604-606 W.   
 Holly), Union Block built circa late 1880s         
 (610-618 W. Holly) , U.S. Hotel built circa early  
 1910s (700-706 W. Holly) and the brick             
 Territorial Courthouse built in 1858 (1308 E.      
 Street) between B and E Street adjacent to Holly   
 Street.  A more appropriate line should be drawn   
 through the center of each block between Holly     
 and Astor running from B Street to E Street with   
 areas on the Western half of each block not        
 included in this "landfill" area.                  
                                                    
 Also, on pages 15-16 of the Environmental          
 Checklist, item number 13 inquires about Historic  
 and Cultural Preservation.  The Territoral         
 Courthouse on E street is listed on the State      
 Register and the closest National Register site    
 is the Great Northern Railroad Passenger Depot     
 built in 1927 at 1200 D. Street.  Several blocks   
 within the "Holly Street Landfill" area as         
 outlined in Figures 1-3 include historic           
 structures that could meet the criteria for the    
 National Register, as this area is a part of the   
 business district of the town of Whatcom which     
 dates back to the 1850s.  As the cleanup extends   
 beyond the B Street right of way and adjacent      
 area project, an historical archaeologist should   
 be employed to survey the area and monitor work    
 performed, especially any work on the North side   
 of the creek.  I wonder if this area qualifies     
 for Section 106 compliance?                        
                                                    
 A current landowner, Carl Akers might be a good    
 source to contact as an observer of fill           
 practices employed during the mid to late 1950s    
 and Jeff Jewell, our Photo Archives Research       
 Assistant has done research on early fill          
 practices in this area and may be an asset with    
 information as well.                               
                                                    
 I appreciate your consideration of the             



 information provided.  Let me know if I can be of  
 assistance in providing copies of maps or          
 photographs that may shed some light on the        
 historical significance of this area.              
                                                    
 Sincerely,                                         
                                                 
Toni L. Nagel, Photo Archivist/Curator of History 
Whatcom Museum of History & Art 
121 Prospect Street, Bellingham, WA  98225 
360-676-6981 ext. 208 phone       360-738-7409 fax 
www.whatcommuseum.org 
 
 








